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G.T.A.H. 
Great Things are Happening 

When you made your decision 
to receive Christ into your 
life, you made the most impor-
tant decision of your life. 
When you trusted Christ as 
your Savior and invited Him 
into your life, you were born 
into Godôs family. Because of 
the promise that Christôs 
spirit lives in you, this gives 
you the power to live your 
new Christian life. When you 
become a Christian, you d o 
not remain the same, it is a 
complete transformation. 
Look at a hammer and a screw 
driver. Both have individual 
different uses and roles. A 
hammerôs purpose is to ham-
mer nails and not intended to 
drive in screws as a screw-
driver does. The change that 
goes on inside a Christian 
would be similar to a hammer 
being transformed into a 
screwdriver. It would no 
longer have the purpose of 
driving in nails. It would have 
a totally different function 
and purposeðit would be a 
new creation.  

2 Corinthians 5:17 says There-
fore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old 
has gone, the new is here! When 
you invited Christ into your 
life, you became a new crea-
tion in Jesus Christ. You 
could say that you have a new 
identity. Sure, there are a lot 
of things that are the same 
about you. You may or may 
not feel real different, and 
your personality is the same. 
But in a spiritual sense, in 
your relationship to God, your 
sins have been forgiven and 
you are a new person. 

God wanted you to receive 
Christ, not only to be forgiven 
of sin so that you can go to 
heaven instead of hell after 
your earthly death, but to give 
you life-contentment, joy, 
fulfillment, and fruitfulness in 
Christ. God wants you to 
know that, because of your 
faith, Christ actually lives in 
you, and has given you a new 
life--His life. God wants you to 
see the relevance of Christ to 

all issues in your life. Through 
Christ, the Father has given 
you an inexhaustible source of 
joy, contentment, power, and 
peace; and equipped you to be 
a great blessing to other peo-
ple. 

 

God wants you to get in His 
raft and let Him take you 
down a roaring river. You will 
not be able to control the raft; 
you must trust Him to do so. 
If you do, He will not allow 
you to sink, but the ride will 
be wild, unpredictable, and 
sometimes rough. Every per-
son in your path will be af-
fected by the roaring river of 
God's love and power. Hardly 
boring and dreadful. 

 

So what's the next step? Just as 
you have trusted Christ by 
faith for forgiveness of sin, 
trust Him day by day with all 
issues of your life.  

 

(contôd on Page 2) 
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If Anyone is in Christ, He is a New Creationé (contôd from page 1) 

If you would like your poem or article published in the G.T.A.H., or would like to get on the mailing list, please email the Newsletter 
Ministry at gtahnewsletter@gmail.com by the 4th Friday of the month. 

Life in Christ 
By: Sis. Jairee Williams 

 

I asked for strength that I might achieve; 
He made me weak that I might obey. 

I asked for health that I might do great things; 
He gave me grace that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches that I might be happy; 
He gave me poverty that I might be wise. 

I asked for power that I might have the praise of others; 
He gave me weakness that I might feel a need of God. 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life; 
He gave me a new life that I might enjoy all things. 

I received nothing I had asked for; 
He gave me all that I had hoped for. 

The Apostle Paul said in Colossians  
2:6-7 Therefore as you have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been 
firmly rooted and now being built up in Him 
and established in your faith, just as you were 
instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 
Paul is saying, Just as you initially received 
Christ Jesus by faith, live everyday by faith. If 
you choose day by day, moment by mo-
ment, to trust Christ with the details of 
life, letting Him have His way with you, 
then your life will be a great adventure. 
 
God does not want you to try real hard to 
change; He wants you to open yourself up 
to Christ, asking Christ to transform you 
and live through you. Your new life is not 
about our trying to be good for God; it's 
about Christ being good through us. 
Therefore, just as you have trusted Christ 
for forgiveness of sin, you need also to 
trust Him to guide you, change you, and 
live through you. This requires nothing 
more--and nothing less--than faith in 
Christ. Faith is a gift from God, not a 
fruit of our effort. However, God re-
sponds to those who seek Him. He builds 
our faith by revealing who He is, unveil-
ing truth from the Bible, and showing His 
faithfulness in difficult situations.  
 
Spend time with God. Communication is 
vitally important in your new relationship 
with God, just as it is in marriage and 
other relationships. We communicate 
with God primarily by praying and read-

ing the Bible. We talk to God through 
prayer. God speaks to us primarily by His 
written Word, the Bible. We can also 
listen to God in prayer--trusting God to 
direct our minds as we express our desire 
to understand His worth, His ways, and 
His will. Therefore, if you do not pray and 
read the Bible, your relationship with God 
will grow weak, just as your relationship 
with your spouse or a friend will grow 
weaker and weaker without communica-
tion.  
 
Spend time with other Christians. God 
designed all people to depend on Him. 
No person functions properly apart from 
fellowship with God through Christ, and 
utter dependence on Him. It is a sin to try 
to live apart from God, in self-sufficiency 
and independence. And it doesn't work. 
But God has also designed Christians to 
be dependent on one another. We are to 
help each other understand biblical truth, 
counsel one another regarding situations 
in life, encourage one another, hold one 
another accountable, and work together 
in meeting physical and financial needs. 
The Apostle Paul compared the Church 
(all those who have entrusted their lives to 
Christ) to a body, in that each Christian is 
a body part dependent on other body 
parts to function properly. Christ is the 
head--we are all dependent on Him. He 
supplies the wisdom, power, and guid-
ance. The body can accomplish miracu-
lous works when each part is working 

together properly. And the only way for 
each part to work together properly is to 
be guided by the same Head--Christ. Only 
by abiding in Christ, led by the Spirit, can 
we bear fruit.  
 
The scripture tells us that we shouldnôt 
follow the pattern of the world. What is 
the pattern of the world? Itôs the constant 
striving to do more, be more and have 
more that only leads to weariness, empti-
ness and frustration. Thatôs not what God 
intends! Instead, focus your thoughts on 
the Word of God because  when you 
make the Word your number one focus, 
something supernatural takes place. Only 
you can control the doorway to your 
mind. Nobody can do this for you. You 
choose what you meditate on and what 
you set before your eyes. Be encourage d 
to stay on the offensive and diligently 
guard your mind and heart because when 
you do things Godôs way, you get Godôs 
results ð life, peace and joy! 
 

 
 

Reprinted with written permission from the 
author, Stephen Stillman. Mr. Stillman is an 

ordained minister, husband, father of two, and 
a grandfather of four. If you would like to read 

more of his collections, check out his website: 
amazingchristianproducts.org.  



Page 3  G.T.A.H.  

Five Keys to Joyfully Living Out  
Your Purpose 

By Pastor David Anthony Clarke, Sr. 
 

Finding and walking in your purpose is not always the 
most pleasant experience. But, I truly believe you can ex-
perience more joy than sorrow doing what God put you 
on earth to do and I want to share five keys to joyfully liv-
ing out your purpose. 
 
1. Continual Prayer. Continual prayer is important be-
cause it helps to keep us focused on God. Donôt let 
your triumphs or your tragedies distract you from the 
God who has given you purpose. Stay on your knees 
praising Him, thanking Him, and making your re-
quests known unto Him. As long as we keep our 
minds stayed on the Lord, He will keep us in perfect 
peace (Isa. 26:3-4). Donôt stop praying! 

 
2. Continual Learning. Reading more books, attending 

more conferences, and listening to more tapes and 
CDôs help me learn a great deal. But, I also learn quite 
a bit from my mistakes. Are you learning from your 
mistakes? Itôs one of the most painful and yet effective 
ways to learn. If youôre serious about growing and 
learning, you ought not have a problem saying, ñMy 
bad, Iôm sorryò when you make a mistake. 

 
Since disciples are learners, learning should bring us 
great joy even if it comes by way of making mistakes. 
Although it may feel painful initially, learning from 
our mistakes, enduring any necessary chastisement, 
and growing thereby eventually makes the journey 
sweeter (Heb.12:11). 

 
3. Continual Feedback/Encouragement.  We need oth-
ers to honestly tell us what weôre doing well, how we 
need to improve, and maybe even what we need to 
leave alone. As we live out our purpose, it helps to 
encourage us when someone shares with us how they 
were blessed by our prayer, song, poem, step, teaching, 
or smile. Itôs easy to get discouraged when no one says 
anything about what we do. Many of us assert that we 
donôt do what we do for a pat on the back from oth-

ers. And we shouldnôt. At the same time, however, 
we need to be mindful that we all are vulnerable to 
discouragement when we receive no feedback what-
soever. Itôs not unusual to wonder if weôre making a 
difference when we hear nothing from anyone and a 
little feedback and encouragement can go a long 
way. Pride would deceive us into thinking we donôt 
need someone else to give us an honest assessment 
of our ministry, but grace comes to those humble 
enough to ask other godly persons for their honest 
opinion as to how theyôre doing. 

 
4. Continual Self-Examination.  Donôt be afraid to 

look at yourself in the mirror of truth and be honest 
with yourself. This helped Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. continually improve and it can help us do the 
same. We are taught in the word of God to examine 
ourselves more diligently than we do others (Matt. 
7:1-5). Now, letôs make sure weôre not too hard on 
ourselves, but rather, give God glory for what we do 
well and confess what we need to improve on or 
leave alone. 

 
 Time in solitude works wonders with self-
examination. I encourage you to have some ñme-
timeò and acknowledge the truth about yourself-the 
good, the bad, and the ugly. Donôt get so consumed 
with the bad and the ugly that youôre not encour-
aged by the good. 

 
5.  Continual Trying.  Donôt give up. If you know be-
yond the shadow of a doubt youôve found your pur-
pose, live it out. Donôt let anything cause you to give 
up. There is a cloud of witnesses who failed God, 
endured persecution, and overcame depression to 
make great things happen for God. I once heard a 
story of how a man experienced great joy after he 
found a gold mine. Whatôs really amazing about it, 
though, is that he found it two minutes away from 
where someone else had given up looking for it. En-
courage yourself in the Lord if you must (I Sam. 
30:6), but donôt give up. 

From Our Pastor 
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CHURCH SERVICE 
HOURS 

 

SUNDAY MORNING 
PRAYER 

8:00 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:00 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

10:15 a.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Mid-day Manna     Noon  

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

U.G.M.B.C. OFFICE 
NEW HOURS 
TuesdayðFriday 

8:00 a.m.ð 4:30 p.m. 

 

Monday  

Office Closed 

 

Additional Church Hours  

Tuesday ð Friday 

6:00 p.m.ð9:00 p.m. 

 

Janice Scott 

Administrative Assistant 

1-2 Basketball Practice, First Baptist Gym  4:00 p.m. 

1-4 Surrendered, S     6:00 p.m. 

1-4- Teaching Ministry Meeting, CC   6:30 p.m. 

1-5 Bro. Cornelius Thorpeôs Initial Sermon 7:00 p.m. 

1-8 Golden Achievers, CC    Noon 

1-8 PLACE Ministry Training, LC   8:00 a.m. 

1-8 Delta Sigma Theta, CC    9:15 a.m. 

1-11 Rebuilding Together, Classroom #1  5:00 p.m. 

1-11 DOP Training, CC     6:00 p.m. 

1-18 Surrendered, S     6:00 p.m. 

1-20&21  Revival with Bishop Jerry Hutchins  7:00 p.m. 

1-23 Leadership Consecration Service  10:15 a.m. 

1-25 DOP Training, CC     6:00 p.m. 

1-27 Church Conference    7:00 p.m. 

 

February Happenings 

2-1 Surrendered, S     6:00 p.m. 

2-1 Deacons, CC     7:00 p.m. 

2-3 Vision Leaders, Conference Room  6:30 p.m. 

2-3 Ushers Meeting, CC    7:00 p.m. 

2-5 Delta Sigma Theta, CC    9:15 a.m. 

2-5 PLACE Ministry Training, LC   8:00 a.m. 

2-8 Rebuilding, Classroom #1   5:00 p.m. 

JANUARY HAPPENINGS 
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ñI believe in our future, 

Union Grove. Great things 

are happening and the best is 

yet to come. With God, all 

things are possible for us. 

Letôs continue to grow, 

improve, and fleau to new 

levels of fruitfulness. May 

God be glorified as He uses 

us to make an eternal impact 

in changing the world for 

Christ. Be encouraged and 

letôs enjoy the journey toward 

destiny!ò 

-Senior Pastor  

David Anthony Clarke Sr. 

Pastor and First Lady 8th Anniversary Celebration 

The Conformation of a Servant Called 
ñ...It is an honor and a privilege 

to serve the people of God at 

Union Grove. Thank you for 

giving me the opportunity to use 

the gifts that God has given me 

to help build up Godôs Kingdom 

through the ministries in which I 

serve. I am learning through this 

ministry that I still have some 

gifts that are yet to be utilized 

and I thank God that Union 

Grove is a place where growth 

can happen. I am also thankful 

for the dear friends whom God 

has sent my way to encourage me 

on this journey.ò 

-First Lady Michelle Clarke  

Scripture: Jeremiah 1:5ðBefore I formed thee 
in the belly I knew thee: and before thou cames 
forth out of the womb I Sanctified thee, and I 

ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

Dr. Kenneth C. Doe 

Pastor of Bethesda Christian Fellowship  
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 A New Year means a new beginning.  And where better else to have a new start and be-
ginning than at the Growve Zone.  Union Grove offers New Member Orientation classes to 
those who wish to make Union Grove their 
church home. Minister Leo Finkley, who has 
been a member of Union Grove since 2004, has 
been a part of the Teaching Ministry since 2007 
as well as heading New Members Orientation. He 
says, ñI have had a great love for new members 
since I was a student myself in the orientation 
class and that was what also brought me to the 
Teaching Ministry.ò The Teaching Ministry 
leader, Sister Wanda Verrett, who has been a 
member at the Growve Zone for 33 years has 
been helping out with New Members for about four to five years.   
 
The purpose of New Members Orientation Classes is to make new members aware of what 

Union Grove believes and to provide basic information 
to new converts. The new member orientation consists 
of seven classes: Stewardship, Communion, Spiritual 
Gifts, Baptism, Missions, Salvation, and Prayer. Sis. 
Verrett has been teaching for 25 years.  She stated, 
ñGod gave me a thirst for the Word. I love to study and 
find new insights in the Word. I was given an opportu-
nity to teach Sunday School and realized my gift.ò She 
has a passion for what she does by helping and teaching 
others.   

 
The New Member classes gives a head start when a person is new to Christ.  People learn and 
take in so much helpful information that will never leave them.  New Members is a great as-
set to the Growve Zone and has made a difference in many people's lives.  Appreciation and a 
great deal of thanks go out to all the Deacons for helping out, Sister Wanda Verrett, Sister 
Carolyn White, Minister in Training Brother Thorpe, and Deacon Simmons from New Mem-
bers and the Teaching Ministry.  Teamwork has proved to go a long way. 

                  JANUARY HIGHLIGHT:  
NEW MEMBERS ORIENTATION 
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On December 14, 2010, the New 
Members Fellowship was held at 7:00 
p.m. in the Childrenôs Church. The 
fellowship consisted of an opening 
song from Minister Keith Perkins, an 
introduction of the new members and 
ministry leaders, and focusing on the 
Deacons theme for 2010: ñLook and 
See What God is Doing and Join 
Him.ò 

Kendall Carpenter 

Ryan Coleman 

Dewayne Corbett 

Antwoin Curtis 

Fenneca Curtis 

Glen Eason 

Jeneva Eason 

Sharla Frazier 

McKenzie Frye 

Jamari Goodine 

Jariah Goodine 

Jaylen Goodine 

Curtis Jackson 

Barbara Johnson 

Allison Jones 

Jasmine Jones 

Johnny Jones 

Hannah Little 

Kelian Love 

Tenisha Perkins 

Larry Perry 

Stephen Piotrowshi 

Arthur Riley 

LaShona Rouse 

Shannon Smith 

Antonia Streeter 

Amber Terry 

Jordan Thomas 

Olethia Thomas 

Dominique Toval 

Jaida Williams 

Kyna Williams 

Michael Williams 

Lucinda Wimbush  

Mykala Wimbush 

 

New Members Fellowship 

Sharla Frazier is a new member at UG 
and received the right-hand of fellowship 
this past  
November.  She is the daughter of Leroy 
and Sheryl Frazier, who are also UG 
members.  Sharla has 2 daughters, 
Shorna (10) and Kendell (3).  Sharla re-
cently passed her state exam and will be  
receiving her CNA license.   
 
She enjoys coming to UG and is very 

excited about the new path God is making in her life.  She is eager to learn more about the Lord.  She loves 
to sing and is not sure if that's where God wants her in his kingdom, but she is ready to be useful to Him. 

New Member Profile 
Introducing...Sharla Frazier 

2010 4th Quarter New Members 
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On the 28th day in November, it was a glorious day at the Growve 
Zone, as three of our youth, Jordan Thomas (9), Shannon Smith (8), 
and Jaida Williams (7), received the Right Hand of Fellowship and 
chose to accept what it means to be united 
with Jesus by way of Baptism. Each child 
went down into the water to picture the 
death of the self, and each rose up out of 
the water to picture the resurrection of the 
self to a new life now, and eternal life in the 
future. Baptism is a public statement that 
we have committed our lives to God, a 
statement expressed in symbolic action as a 
message to ourselves, to others, and to God. 
By being baptized, we acknowledge that 
God is the source of our life and the reason 
we exist, and that Christ is our Lord and 
Savior. The Bible gives a number of reasons 
to be baptized: 
¶ Acts 2:38  Tying repentance and baptism together provides for-

giveness of your sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

¶ Romans 6:1-7  This shows us that the mode of baptism 
(immersion) pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 
In the same way that He went through these things, our old nature 

is to ñdieò and we are to be ñburied with 
Him through baptism into deathò and 
raised to ñwalk in newness of lifeò (live like 
Jesus).  So we do not just try to be a better 
person, we bury the ñold personò in the 
water and become a ñnew personò through 
our acceptance of Christ. It is like a new 
birth and a new beginning for us. 
¶ Galatians 3:27  We ñput on Christò 
when we are baptized. 
¶ 1 Peter 3:21  Baptism is not an out-
ward cleaning, but saves us through an 
inward cleaning. It is an appeal to God for 
a good conscience and asks God to take 

away the guilt of our past sin (that Christ paid for, wiping our 
ñinner slateò clean). 

For more information on baptism, contact your assigned deacon. 

Baptizing Our Youth 

Praying each childõs rebirth guides and protects them the rest of their life... 

Shannon Elaine Smith is an eight year old 
girl who has always had a heart for God. 
Whenever she does anything for God, she 
always does her best; she doesn't need 
Momma or Daddy to prompt her. When she 
sings in the Junior Choir or dances in the 
4HIM Ministry, she always does it for Him. 
 
A few weeks prior to her baptism, she asked 
to be baptized (without prompting from her 
parents) and when her mom, Patrice Smith, 
asked her why, she said, "so that God would 
wash my sins away.ò Shannon is always ask-
ing questions about God and Christian-
ity..."How can God be everywhere? Are there 
people who do not sin?ò She even shakes her 
head at things that she feels are not pleasing 
to God. "Mom, why would they put that on 

TV? They should know 
that might scare kids.ò 
When Shannon was in 
Pre-K, her teacher said 
whenever someone was 
sad in class, she would 
look over at Shannon 
and it seems as if she 
could feel their pain. 
She empathizes with 
others and always 
shows love. Patrice says 
she is continually learn-

ing from Shannon as she creates the perfect 
picture of childlike humility. 

Jaida Jeneé Williams is a sweet and lovable girl 
who, at seven years old, is constantly expressing 
her excitement about the Word and how  the 
Lord works in her and her momôs life.  Jaida 
said the reason why she wanted to be baptized 
is because she believes Jesus died on the cross 
for her.  
 
Her favorite bible verse is Philippians 4:13 ñI 
can do all things through Christ who strength-
ens me.ò Jaidaôs school van driver, Ms. Laura, 
said that on the way to school in the mornings, 
Jaida always has the entire bus singing a song 
that she learned from church or at home. She 
mentioned that one day she overheard Jaida 
praying with a little girl whose family does not 
attend church on a regular basis and Jaida was 
asking the Lord to come into their hearts and 
go to church.  Jaidaôs 
mom, Jairee Williams 
says, ñJaida is definitely 
an encourager among 
other children. She is 
always trying her best to 
make them feel better 
when they are down. I 
am praying that her 
heart for God and the 
character she is building 
spiritually, physically, 
emotionally, and mentally through Him, will 
follow her all the days of her life.ò 
 

Shannon Smith 

Jaida Williams 

Shannon & Jaida 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5691134&id=775182163
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Life Changers 
Graduation was 
awesome.  All the 
graduates were very 
excited and happy 
with their success.  
There where a total 
of nine graduates.  
Two out of the 
nine were high-
lighted which were 
Tia Roberts and Iris Bracey.  Tia Roberts is from Hawkins-
ville, but lives in Warner Robins with her husband and 
three kids.  What brought her to Life Changers was by a 
simple invite from Sister Thomas from Living the Light 
Ministry. She believes that Sister Thomas was sent to her 
from God for moral support with the problems she was 
enduring.  Life Changers has affected her life by giving her 
hope and faith to get through her trials and  

Life Changers Graduation 
tribulations.  Con-
tinuing to fellowship 
with life changers is 
something she is 
going to do so she 
can pass on to oth-
ers what they have 
shared with her.  Iris 
Bracey is originally 
form South Bend 
Indiana, but has 

been living in Warner Robins for one year now.  The 
Military brought her to life changers.  Life Changers has 
affected her life by making her a better person.  Upon 
graduating from life changers, she plans on being a part 
of changing other people's lives. Both women really ap-
preciate everyone who has played a part in changing 
their lives and making them better people.  

For I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the LORD, òplans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
- Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 
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The Growve Zone is ready to kick off the New Year with 
healthy habits, and what better way to begin by joining 
the Showtime Fitness Ministry, led by Bro. David Sa-

lone. The ministry meets once a month on a Saturday at 
the Vision Center. 

 
If you are looking to be led to a higher level of health 
through exercise so that you may better pursue God's 

purpose for your life, then lace up your sneakers, jump 
into your work-out clothes, and meet up with the Show-
time Fitness Ministry on a Saturday to begin this New 

Year with a New You. 
 

If you would like to know when the next workout ses-
sions will be or if you need any information on Show-

time Fitness Ministry, contact Bro. David Salone at 478-
334-8641. 

 

New Year, New Youé with Showtime Fitness Ministry 

Senior Citizens Banquet 

Sanctuary Choir Christmas Fellowship 
a simple task because the songs that were 
played are ones Sanctuary Choir sings, but it 
sounds much easier than it was. Then the choir 
enjoyed a large selection of food while they 
fellowshipped, laughed, and talked. The night 
concluded with 
a gift exchange. 

 
Submitted by:  

Sis. LaShondria Smith 

The Sanctuary Choir held a Christmas Fel-
lowship on December 9th following choir 
rehearsal. The evening began with ñName 

that Tune,ò 
where two 
choir mem-
bers listened 
to tunes 
from the piano and attempted 
to guess what song was being 
played. This should have been 

The Senior Citizens Banquet was held at 2:00 p.m. on December 18, 2010 in the Vision Center with the theme: The Shining Star. 

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. ïMatt 1:21 


