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~ MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“To draw people to Christ, maximize our potential and creatively meet the                                                                                    

physical and emotional needs of the church and community.” 

 

Volume II  Issue 9 

September 2014 

             

Celebrating 127  Years 

Senior Pastor David A. Clarke, Sr.     

First Lady Michelle W. Clarke  

Assistant Pastor John Dukes                

Minister Dannie Dukes  

Union Grove Missionary Baptist Church 

Established 1887  

Union Grove Missionary Baptist Church 



Church Service Hours 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Prayer                     

7:45 a.m. 
 

Sunday School                                 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday Worship                                          

8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Bible Study                                        

6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Midday Manna                    

12:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study                 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Radio Broadcast                                          

Sundays, 1:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.           

“The Light” FM 100.5 
 

Church Office Hours 

Tuesday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Additional Church Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

~ VISION STATEMENT ~ 

“To be a global network of learning, loving and life transforming ministries where hungry  worshippers 

are discovering and walking in their God-given purpose with  exceeding great joy.” 

~ September Events ~ 

 

1 & 2 Labor Day Holiday:  Church Office Closed  

3 Church Revival:  Pastor Sam Davis      7:00 p.m. 

8 Women’s Bible Study, VC          7:00 p.m. 

9 Church Revival, Bishop MsKissick, Sr.     7:00 p.m. 

10 KJ Scriven:  Youth People Event, VC        7:00 p.m. 

11 Church Revival:  Bishop Jerry Hutchins                   7:00 p.m. 

15 Man Talk Bible Study, VC              6:30 p.m. 

16 Intercessory Prayer meeting, class #4     6:00 p.m. 

16 New Members Fellowship, sanctuary     6:00 p.m. 

17 Youth Empowerment (Church Wide)                        7:00 p.m. 

18 Media Ministry, Conference Room                 6:00 p.m. 

20 A-C, G-I Family Fellowship, VC                 3:00 p.m. 

21 Girl Power, VC        4:00 p.m. 

22 Women’s Bible Study, VC                                       7:00 p.m. 

24 SWAT/JR. SWAT, VC       6:00 p.m. 

25 Singles, class #4        6:30 p.m. 

26 Intercessory Prayer Conference      6:00 p.m. 

27 Intercessory Prayer Conference      8:00 a.m. 

28 Family Promise 

29 Man Talk Bible Study, VC       6:30 p.m.

  

  

Learn   *   Serve   *   Give   *   Connect 









 

(God’s Sovereign Will, Anointing and Grace) 

Is a movement of youth that utilizes the gifts of                  

singing, dancing and drama for His Glory!  The                    

facilitators for this event were David and Teresa                 

Little from Union Grove Missionary Baptist Church, 

Elijah “Jay” Bell from Beulahland Bible and Valerie 

Clark-Lee from Fellowship Bible Baptist Church! 

The concert held on August 9 is an event that will 

never be forgotten! 





On Sunday, August 10, all the great ministries available to youth of all ages were              

displayed.  They would like to thank all who came out and supported this event! 

Children’s Church  Puppet Ministry 

Truth    Scholarship 

Foundation   SWAT/Jr. SWAT 

Man Up   D.E.T.O.U.R. 

Nursery   Summer Camp 





A great time was had by all.  

The youth and the adults were        

amazing...truly a blessing!!!  I 

loved seeing Pastor Clarke and 

First Lady Michelle not only                

enjoying, but “Turnt Up” about 

the event!   

Great job putting this event                

together Sister Ntozake Mack 

and Elder Rashee Ragin! 

 

Sister Salina Wheeler 

OPEN MIC NIGHT 









THANK YOU! 
 

On behalf of the Homecoming Committee, I want to thank you – Union Grove Missionary Baptist 

Church – for helping to make our 127th Church Homecoming, August 3, 2014, a tremendous success. A 

summary of those who completed the UGMBC: HOMECOMING 2014 EVALUATION thought                    

Homecoming was a success. 

 

99% thought the homecoming experience and the schedule of activities was good to excellent; 

 

98% thought the schedule was good to excellent; 

 

98% thought the worship service experience was excellent and 4% thought it was good; 

 

93% thought the dining/fellowship experience was good to excellent; 

 

100% would like to have homecoming again; 

 

Whether homecoming should be a two day affair, 42% said yes and 52% said no; and, 

 

Whether homecoming should be at the same time as the anniversary, 49% said yes and 51% said no. 

 

For additional information – comments and numbers - about the UGMBC: Homecoming 2014                   

Evaluation, see the actual tabulation of responses elsewhere in the G.T.A.H. 

 

Before the event could take place there had to be an approved written strategic plan, with goals and  

action steps. The Strategic Plan to Expand Homecoming for 2014 was submitted by the Golden                

Achievers to the Spiritual Enrichment Ministry (SEM) for approval. The plan included four major            

components – background, goals, answer the question why have the activity and action steps. 

 

The BACKGROUND provided a definition of homecoming in general, a specific definition of church 

homecoming and suggested homecoming scriptures. 

 

The GOALS included anticipated new joins, attendance numbers and the sources for the attendees, 

i.e. membership, former members, neighbors and friends and special guests. 

 

The answering of the question of WHY have the event was addressed as: to expand the Homecoming 

Sunday event to include a meet and greet event after services at the Vision Center, where               

members can get to know each other in an informal social environment; neighbors get to mingle 

and know many of their other members of the community; for others to know what goes on in the 

large building (the church) in the community and hopefully become members; and out-of-area 

friends, family and former members gather to celebrate the achievements of the present,                   

commemorate the past and anticipate the blessings of the future. 

 

The ACTION STEPS included crucial timeframe elements of key events, beginning with the receipt to 

go forward from SEM, selection of a committee, followed by periodic sequence of meetings until 

the date of event and followed by a wrap-up meeting after the event of what I refer to as a “soft 

evaluation.” 



 

THE DAY began on Sunday, August 3, 2014, with prayer services at 7:45 a.m., followed by the powerful 

message at 8:00 a.m. services by Pastor Camile Holmes, Tremont Temple Missionary Baptist Church, 

Macon, Georgia, “How to Take Back What the Enemy Have Stolen,” from 1 Samuel 30:6-8, with 296 in 

attendance; 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, with the topic of “Consolation Through Prayer”, II Corinthians 1:3

-11; the 11:00 a.m. services included a historical dramatization by Sister Sharon Broughton playing the 

role of an elderly mother of the church, including brief parts by Sister Abrams, Deacons Laney and 

Stephens, and Brother James; then Senior Pastor, Dr. Jesse L. Grice, True Vine Baptist Church, San 

Antonio, Texas provided us with a dynamic sermon on faith, “If You Want to Walk on Water, You Got to 

Get Out of the Boat,” Matthew 14:22-33, with 443 in attendance. 

 

We - with our guests, former members and friends, entered the immaculate Vision Center, beginning 

around 12:45 p.m. to sooth our stomachs on a menu of three kinds of salads – garden, potato, and fruit; 

vegetables of collard greens, field peas, butter beans, squash with onions, rutabagas, macaroni and 

cheese, yellow rice, and bean soup; and desserts galore with such cakes as key lime, coconut, chocolate, 

caramel, carrot and pound – such pies as sweet potato, lemon, coconut, pecan, banana pudding, and 

peach cobbler; and breads included corn bread muffins, regular corn bread, and rolls; and meats – a 

plenty – pork ribs, ham and chicken; and washed downed with water, tea, and homemade lemonade. 

WHAT A FEAST! 

 

The day ran smoothly, visitors stayed for extended periods of time and seemed to enjoy themselves, 

evaluations from the committee and many members had many good comments, and overall the day was 

a success. Homecoming is a huge event and it wouldn’t be possible without the assistance of countless 

people who help prepare ahead of time, work during the event itself, and clean up afterwards. It truly is 

a corporate church event from the committee planning it to the people working it. Thank you for helping 

to make the day possible! 

 

I heard many great things from visitors and members. During the day many people came up to me to 

compliment us on how smoothly the event ran or how successful it seemed. Wrap-up comments from the 

committee also included suggestions and positive comments. 

 

The Homecoming event was just a microcosm of what Union Grove Missionary Baptist Church can do 

as we continue to uplift God as our theme indicates, from Psalm 150, “Remembering Our Past and                 

Creating Our Future.” 

 

Thanks! 

 

Brother Arthur James & the Committee’s Committee! 

 

 

P.S.  Thanks Again and Again! 



 

UGMBC:  HOMECOMING 2014 EVALUATION 
 

Please share your thoughts about Homecoming 2014! Your feedback is important to us for the purpose of 

future planning. The number of completed evaluation forms returned between August 10 and 12, 2014 

was 60. 

 

Please rate your overall homecoming experience: 

 Rate the overall event:  Excellent - 52, Good - 6, Fair - 1 , Unsatisfactory 

 Comments:   1) This was my first experience attending a church homecoming. 2) It was excellent. 3) 

The events were off the chain! 4) Excellent, don’t change anything about homecoming. 5) Golden 

Achievers deserve compliments for a wonderful job. 6) It was great to see all the people from out 

of town. 7) The events were better than excellent. 8) Every-thing was great!!! 9) It is always good 

for all of us to come together in love. 10) This was the best homecoming I have attended. 11) We 

need more parking spaces. 

 

Schedule - Sunday Only (7:45 a.m. Prayer Services, 8:00 a.m. Worship, 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 

11:00 a.m. Worship, Dining after 11:00 a.m. Worship at the Vision Center) 

Rate the event:  Excellent - 45, Good - 9, Fair, Unsatisfactory - 1 

Comments: 1) All the events were wonderful. 2) Very good! 3) Don’t change it. 4) I felt 

the Holy Spirit. 5) Everything just flowed perfectly. 6) The worship and preaching was excellent. 

7) Parking for the overflow should have been on the grass lot, with shuttle bus service from there. 

8) I spent all day at church.  

 

Worship service experience – 8:00 a.m., 2 ( ); 11:00 a.m., 8 ( ); both, 18 ( ) 

  Rate the event: Excellent - 50, Good - 4, Fair, Unsatisfactory 

  Comments: 1) The worship service was very good. 2) I came to church to attend 8 a.m. service 

only, but decided to stay for the 11 a.m. service. 3) Thanks to God, I was truly blessed! 4) The 

worship service was very, very good. 5) It was great to see former preachers and former members. 

6) The guest preacher spoke a Word to me. 7) I thoroughly enjoyed myself. 8) It was a packed 

house and the messages were uplifting. 9) The message, singing and praying was awesome. 10) I 

really felt the Spirit of God. 11) We only need one sermon for homecoming. 12) I enjoyed the 

preaching at both services. 13) It was good to see so many pastors and ministers after so many 

years. 

 

Dining/fellowship experience, 4 did not attend 

  Rate the event:  Excellent - 31, Good - 11, Fair - 3, Unsatisfactory 

          Comments:  1) Please keep homecoming like it is. It was so good to see all our family fellowship 

with each other. 2) This was the best homecoming service and dinner I have had at Union Grove. 

3) The wait was longer for drinks than for food. 4) The lemonade gave out too quickly. 5) I en-

joyed fellowship with many former members. 6) I really enjoyed helping to serve. 7) The dining 

experience was great! 8) Consider purchasing additional stoves. 9) The next time have the food 

prepared by outside service so all members can fully participate in all events. 10) Everything was 

so good; but, we always have complaints. 11) The way some of the food was obtained was confus-

ing. 12) I did not attend the dining and fellowship at the Vision Center; but I heard it was awe-

some. 13) Homecoming was well organized; and, we had plenty of food. 14) The food handlers 

could be more forthcoming and not put the food back early. 15) I prefer dinners be shuttled to and 

from the Vision Center to avoid parking problem. 16) Although I rated the dining/fellowship ex-

perience good, we need to make some improvement in the food service. 



 

Would you like to have homecoming again?  Yes - 45, No 

    If you answered yes, how often?  Yearly - 42, Every two years - 7, Every three years - 1, Special  

            occasion only - 1,  Other 

  Comments: 1) Everything was so beautiful. 2) Please don’t change anything (smile). 3) Every-

thing was beautiful. 4) Homecoming is such a big occasion. It is too much to do every year. 5) 

Golden Achievers are awesome – great job. 6) Homecoming has been a very important part of our 

church history. 7) Homecoming is supposed to be an annual event on the church calendar. 

 

Would you like homecoming to be a two day affair (Saturday & Sunday)? Yes - 15, No - 21 

  If you answered yes, what would be the attraction for Saturday? 

  Worship services both days - 4, Attraction draw (for Saturday) - 17 – concert/singing 

  (gospel),  theatrical performance (gospel play) -1 other - 5  

  Comments: 1) On Saturday, we should have a picnic at the park for family and friends. 2) On 

Saturday, we could meet and connect with each other. 3) The worship service should always be 

on Sunday, followed by dinner. 4) Have a picnic with food and fellowship, and games on Satur-

day. 5) We could have a concert as the attraction for Saturday. 

 

Would you like homecoming to be at the same time as the anniversary? Yes - 27,  No - 28 

   Other Comments: 1) The celebration of one day for homecoming would be best. 2) The home-

coming event should always be an individual service event. 3) It would be nice to try the two to-

gether to see how it would work out. 4) I would like to see these events to continue to be done 

separately. 5) Keep the two events separate because of Pastor Clarke’s installations on anniver-

saries. 6) The two events should be separate. Otherwise, there would be too much to do at one 

time. 7) Funds and time could be more useful if held at the same time. 8) The two events are too 

close to each-other. 9) Brother James and committee, you guys “Rock.” 10) When I get to that 

golden age, I will join the Golden Achievers. 11) Thank you all! Get action reports to make im-

provement. Set aside funds to cover the event. 12) Collect funds early from every member to 

cover the total cost. 13) Make sure the total worship experience is videoed. 14) It was great to 

come together and celebrate our Lord and love for each other in fellowship. 15) Homecoming and 

church anniversary should continue to be separate events. 16) Begin the fundraiser a year ahead 

of the event in order to encourage all members to participate, not just the ministries (where some 

do not participate). 17) The event needs to be sponsored by more than the Golden Achievers. 18) 

It would be nice to have the entire event recorded on DVD for-sale as a memorabilia and as a 

fundraising means to help defray the cost of the event. 



~ Health Care Ministry ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brother Gene Swinney 

Health Care Ministry Leader 

 

ARE U INTERESTED?   

Do you have a love for people?  Do you have a desire to see the best for God’s people?   

Then you might be interested in joining the Health Care Ministry.  If you have a medical            

background or have a desire “to help” in this capacity – no matter what your background is, 

contact Brother Gene Swinney, cell phone 478-978-2269.  He will talk to you about ways that 

you can be of service in this Ministry.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ OCTOBER HEALTH FAIR ~ 

Sunday  

October 27, 2014 

 

Our annual Health Fair is fast approaching.  It is scheduled for Sunday, October 27 immediately 

following 11 o’clock service at the world famous Vision Center.  We are asking for volunteers 

and looking for a few more vendors to participate in this event.  We are looking forward to sharing 

health care information with you and your families.   

For further information, call Brother Gene Swinney, cell phone 478-978-2269.   



Kimai Adams 

Annie Allen 

Barnette Anderson 

Gabrielle Benton 

Azavian Bray 

Kesha Bray 

Marilyn Byrd 

Ty'Larrious Carr  

LaDareon Copeland 

Vernita Corbett  

Tommie Cornish 

Quinten Culpepper 

Fannie Epperson 

Russell Gilbert  

Nia Glover 

  Brenda Haynes        

Bobby Jackson 

Dorothy Jackson  

Wanda Jackson 

Deshon James 

Catherine Jarvis 

Ardell Johnson 

Craig Jones 

Jasmine Jones 

LaBrenda Jones 

Tevin Kendall 

Emmanuel King 

Jasmine King 

Annie Lamar 

Tanya Lambert 

Hosea Laney 

Maalik Leggette 

Joseph Legras, Jr. 

Charles Lenoir, Jr. 

Virgil Lewis 

Hannah Little 

Rosemary Marsalis 

Sara Martin 

Iyonna McLean 

Darchelle Mitchell 

Jordan Murrell 

Bessie Nixon 

De’Queveon Parker 

Carlos Perry 

Lakeitha Randolph 

Anita Reynolds 

Arthur Riley, Jr. 

Tiney Rolle 

Terrance Slocumb 

Brittany Sneed 

Curtis Solomon 

Beverly Talton 

Cleophus Tate, Jr. 

Kennedy Thomas 

Aubrey Thornton 

Diamond Tillman 

Goldia Toliver 

Louise Waiters 

Urleaka Woodard 

Iris Wynds 

Tia’Kya Yates 

Tia’Nya Yates 

 

Happy Birthday!!! 



Mr. & Mrs. David Salone                   

September 24                                       

20 years 

Sister Ashley Whitehead is the proud mom!!! 

Elder Milo & Mother Bradley                   

September 2                                       

37 years 

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Anderson                   

September 15                                       

41 years 

Happy Anniversary!!! 



~ Deacon Contact List ~ 

 

A-C    Deacon Jerome Stephens  929-1476 

D-F    Deacon Slater Thorpe         218-8736 

G-I     Deacon Donald Woodard            987-9865 

 Deacon Louis Laney   329-0957 

J-K    Deacon William Jackson  929-4918 

 Deacon Robert Simmons     

L-N    Deacon T.C. Caldwell            293-8428 

 Deacon Charles Lenoir  953-2350 

O-R    Deacon Monroe Clark            953-2044 

    S Deacon Alvin Myrick   788-5696 

T-V   Deacon Edward Jarvis           923-5139 

W-Z   Deacon Nathaniel Davis        923-7713 

           

**  Members J-K  **                                                                                  
are now assigned to Deacon William Jackson 

 

~ Junior Deacons ~ 

David Clarke II                                                               

Caleb Doe                                                                             

Jason Wheeler 

 

~ Administrative Assistant ~ 

Sister Janice Scott                                                            

~ Ministerial Staff ~ 

 

Pastor David A. Clarke, Sr. 

Assistant Pastor John Dukes 

Elder Milo Bradley, Jr. 

Elder Tammy Carpenter 

Elder Connie Dinkins 

Elder James Ford 

Elder Tommy Gray 

Elder Rashee Ragin 

Pastor Teddy Madison 

Pastor John Sutton 

Minister Marilyn Byrd 

Minister Dannie Dukes 

Minister Arie Freeman 

Minister Shane Hardee 

Minister Mary Lenoir 

Minister James Madison 

Minister LaTonya Phillips 

Minister Antonia Simmons 

Minister Mary Ann Swinney 

Minister Cornelius Thorpe 

 

~ In Training ~ 

Sister Marie Anderson 

Sister Linda Gray 

Sister Africa Porter 

Sister Earnestine Thompson 

Brother William Bowden 

Brother Kentavius Hunter 

Haven’t found a ministry to fit your gift?  If you 

have the gift of evangelism, hospitality or helps, 

the Bus Ministry may be for you.  We are looking 

for dedicated drivers. 

If interested, please contact Elder Dinkins at            

478-335-1790 

https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/register.do
https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/register.do




A-C & G-I Family Ministry                                

Fellowship Dinner 
 

 

September 20, 2014                                      

3:00 p.m. to 6:00  p.m.                                           

Vision Center 
 

 

Dutch Treat:  

Adults:  $10.00 Children:  5 - 10 years  $6.00 

Children 4 years and under will eat free.  

2015  

Calendar of Events & Church Budget                                
 

 

 

Must be turned in to your Vision Leader 

 

 

 

No Later Than 

September 30, 2014                                      
 



 
 

 

If you would like to see your ministry or event featured 

in the G.T.A.H., contact any member of the Newsletter                

Ministry, e-mail us at GTAHNewsletter@gmail.com by 

the 3rd Friday of each month or place your submissions  

in the Newsletter/G.T.A.H. box in the copy room.  

The G.T.A.H Staff 
 

Carolyn Jackson 

Shirley Jackson 

Jackie Powell 

Willie Smith 

 

 All announcements for the bulletin, screen and website can be submitted via e-mail to                                          

UnionGrov1@aol.com or by completing a bulletin request form and placing it in the     

Administrative Assistant’s box no later than Tuesday at 5 p.m. 

 Please contact Sis. Janice Scott at 478-922-5514, ext. 102 to schedule events at the              

Vision Center.   (Members and ministries of UGMBC only)              

 To schedule funerals at the church, please contact Sis. Wanda Verrett at 478-328-1483.  

 For a ride to Sunday services, please call 478-922-5514 by Thursday at 5 p.m.  

 The Health Care Ministry tests for total cholesterol panel using the state of the art 

equipment on Sundays after worship service.  Remember, you must fast for eight hours 

prior to the test...Appointment only.  Leave your name and number at the church office.                                                                         

Sis. Ann Lester 

 Note:  When entering any building/property owned by UGMBC, you are giving  consent 

to the church to use your image in church publications, media, website/Facebook, etc.                        

G.T.A.H. Mission Statement: 

“To aide others in spreading the knowledge of Christ and                                                                    

encouraging spiritual living through printed words”. 

Thank You!!! 

The G.T.A.H. Newsletter Staff would 

like to thank everyone who contributed 

to the September issue.  Special                    

appreciation goes to those who posted 

pictures on Facebook.   

Happy Anniversary Grove Zone!!! 


