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~ MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“To draw people to Christ, maximize our potential and creatively meet the                                                     

physical and emotional needs of the church and community.” 
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~ VISION STATEMENT ~ 

“To be a global network of learning, loving and life transforming ministries where hungry                                    

worshippers are discovering and walking in their God-given purpose with exceeding great joy”. 
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Intercessory Prayer                                              

Sunday, 8:35 a.m. 

Sunday School                                                    

9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Morning Worship                                          

10:15 a.m. 

 

Wednesday                                                        

 E-Manna Bible Study 

7:00 p.m.                                                                               

 

Friday        

Prayer by phone, 12:20 p.m.                                                 

 

 

** For Medical Attention **   

Contact the Nurse on Duty                                         

Minister Earnestine Thompson                                

Sister Rosemary Rodgers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday (closed) 
 

Tuesday - Friday                                                   

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

* Closed for lunch - 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. *   

 

** Finance Office closed on Fridays **                                            

** March Events ** 

3-6       Heart 2 Heart Bible Study, VC        6:30 p.m. 

3-7 Line Dancing Class, VC        6:00 p.m. 

3-8 Mid-Day Manna, S         12 noon 

3-8 Mid Week Worship, S         7:00 p.m.   

3-9 Healthcare Meeting, CC        7:00 p.m. 

3-10 Marriage Ministry Meet & Greet, VC      6:00 p.m. 

3-11 Ministry Workers Workshop, VC       9:00 a.m. 

3-12 Daylight Saving Time, “Spring Forward”      2:00 a.m. 

3-14 Spiritual Enrichment Meeting, CC       6:00 p.m. 

3-14 Line Dancing Class, VC        6:00 p.m. 

3-15 Mid Day Manna, S         12 noon 

3-15 “Permission to Live Free”, Dr. Jackie Greene     7:00 p.m. 

3-17 CPR Certification for Church Volunteers       TBA 

3-18 Minister’s Meeting, VC         9:00 a.m. 

3-20  Heart 2 Heart Bible Study, VC       6:30 p.m. 

3-21 Line Dancing Class, VC        6:00 p.m. 

3-22 Mid Day Manna, S         12 noon 

3-25 Golden Achievers Meeting, VC        12 noon 
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~ Decade Sunday ~ 
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~ Twinning Sunday ~ 

1) Curiosity, 2) confession, 3) confusion,  

4) clarity, and 5) commitment 
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~ Twinning Sunday ~ 
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~ Bible Character Sunday ~ 

Three Points:  1) He’s my safety (when I’m weary), 2) He causes me to shine, 3) He gives me strength 

to stand (in my weakness). 
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~ Black History Sunday ~ 
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~ Black History Sunday ~ 
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“Your purpose is outside of the 

church.” 

“We sometimes give people too 

much power.” 

“He’s Able” 

Down 

Through 

The  

Years, 

The  

Lord’s  

Been  

Good 

To 

Me  



~ Adult Sunday school ~                                                                                                                 

february Recap 

 Minister Arie Freeman, Jr. 

I Cor. 12:1, 28 – Now concerning spiritual gifts …And God have set some in the church, first 

apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers …  

 

Adult Sunday School Teachers 

Elder Connie Dinkins, Brother Michael White, and Minister Arie Freeman, Jr. 

For the month of February, we were in the Winter Quarter which consists of three units; Unit I: Bless-

ing of a Saviour, Unit II: Blessing of the Gospel; and Unit 3: Blessing of Grace in Christ. We were in the 

last unit, Unit III, Blessing of the Gospel. For February, Elder Connie Dinkins and Minister Arie Free-

man facilitated the lessons. This entire quarter, we will be studying from the theme: God’s Great Bless-

ings.  

Unit 3: Blessing of Grace in Christ: 

In this unit we will see firsthand the blessings of the Amazing Grace that God has provided for us 

through Jesus Christ. The people who are willing and faithful to serve Him. That blessing includes be-

longing to Christ, being assured of comfort and peace and in the midst of our struggles we are never 

alone. God has done great things and he will continue as we trust and obey Him. The lessons of Unit 3 

were Blessing amid Trials; Blessing of God’s Comfort, Blessing of Godliness; and lastly Blessing of Spir-

itual Fruits.   

Lesson 1: Blessing amid Trials: As we begin this lesson, James starts with two words: Faith and Endur-

ance. We must have faith in the midst of our trials and sufferings. He also tells us when our faith has 

been tested it is a chance for our endurance to grow. He also says that the trying of our faith worketh 

patience. As we go through these difficulties, we must seek God's wisdom to help us. Pt.1: We have to 

learn that our afflictions can produce something good in us, transparent before God. It can strengthen 

our faith and help us to trust God more. Pt.2: Stay vigilant in our prayers for wisdom, knowledge, and 

understanding then you can Count it all Joy. Even though times get rough we must persevere. God has 

promised a Crown of Life. We will see it in eternity. We have been changed by the power of Christ and 

given a new life. Pt.3: That Crown is promised to those who trust and Love God. Jesus said, “If you love 

me, keep my commandments”. Pt.4: It is our love for God that enables us to endure whatever God al-

lows in our lives. God has a perfect gift for us. Jesus is the source of that gift. All good things can be 

traced back to God. He always wants what’s best for us. Share the message of God. We have been given 

another chance; we should freely reconcile with others. Pt.5: Do not be deceived, Good and Perfect gifts 

come from above where God reigns.  The promise is from God and He will never go back on His word.  

Lesson 2: Blessing of God’s Comfort: In this lesson we examined the outlines the Value of Comfort and 

the Value of prayer. Comfort and Prayer are essential parts of life. God is called the Father of mercies 

and of all comfort. It is God who gives comfort personally as we go through the trials and tribulations of 
Life. God comforts us so we can bring comfort to others. We are partakers in the suffering of Christ and because of 

this God has promised us strength and rest from our labor.  Pt.1: None of us likes suffering, however there can be a 

greater meaning behind the suffering. Pt.2: We must never think that trouble and trials are accidents. As believers 

we know that God is always in control, and we must trust Him. Prayer is of great value. We are told that man 

ought to always pray because of the Power of Prayer.  The trials we go through can extract a heavy burden and  
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that’s where prayer comes in. God knows what we go through and all the circumstances and through prayer we   

know that the God we serve can deliver us. Pt.3: Never underestimate God’s use of our prayers in our deliverance.  

Pt.4: We will learn that God often uses suffering to cause us to lean and depend on Him more.   

Lesson 3: Blessing of Godliness: In this lesson we see how the Holy Spirit works in us to produce Chris-

tian values. We began with Divine powers which are the forces that transcend human capacities. . God 

gives us what we need, and He calls us to live godly lives.  We are recipients and partakers of the divine 

power of nature.    

Lesson 3: Blessing of Godliness: In this lesson we see how the Holy Spirit works in us to produce Chris-

tian values. We began with Divine powers which are the forces that transcend human capacities. . God 

gives us what we need, and He calls us to live godly lives.  We are recipients and partakers of the divine 

power of nature.    

Lesson 3: Blessing of Godliness: In this lesson we see how the Holy Spirit works in us to produce Chris-

tian values. We began with Divine powers which are the forces that transcend human capacities. . God 

gives us what we need, and He calls us to live godly lives.  We are recipients and partakers of the divine 

power of nature.    

Lesson 3: Blessing of Godliness: In this lesson we see how the Holy Spirit works in us to produce Chris-

tian values. We began with Divine powers which are the forces that transcend human capacities. . God 

gives us what we need, and He calls us to live godly lives.  We are recipients and partakers of the divine 

power of nature.    

Pt.1: People should be able to see Jesus in us by our actions. In Jesus, we have nothing to complain about. 

He has and will provide for us. Because of this divine power we have been tasked to add essential ingredi-

ents to our lives. As disciples we are to continually grow. We grow by increasing in faith, virtue, 

knowledge, and patience. Pt.2: God has given us His nature and we must utilize all that he has given us. 

As we grow in Christ we can begin to live productive godly lives. This is where endurance and persever-

ance comes in. We will have some good days and some bad days, but we cannot quit and give up. We must 

be diligent, steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. Pt.3: We can be confident 

that God will strengthen us for the task ahead.   

Lesson 4: Blessing of Spiritual Fruits: In this lesson Paul begins by telling of the works of the flesh. Adul-

tery, fornication, wrath, and uncleanness are fleshly. The flesh will crave these desires and we will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. As true believers we are to stand fast in the liberty Christ has given them. 

We are not the judge. Don’t criticize others. It’s all up to God. People will point out our sins. Fruit of the 

spirit comes from the Holy Spirit. We are to live and walk in the spirit. All the fruit are God-given and we 

should not want what others have.  Pt.1: The freedom we have in Jesus can help us combat our fight with 

sin.  Pt.2: Our flesh has been crucified and we now live by faith in Jesus. Jesus changed all of that with 

his death on the Cross. Pt.3: We should model the attributes of God in our daily lives. We have a respon-

sibility to help others. When others slip and fall we have a responsibility to restore others. We are to 

share in the suffering and burdens of others. Never think too highly of yourself.  Pt.4: Whatever you do, 

do it in Love, for love overcomes obstacles and breaks barriers. We must always act in humility and show 

compassion. We must be supportive of one another. Pt.5: Never stop doing good. For in due season, we 

shall reap a good harvest. Let us do good to all men. 

In March we will begin the Spring Quarter discussing the theme: “Jesus Pleases His Father.” The Units 

include Unit I. By His Works; Unit II. By His Sacrifice and Unit III: By His Teachings.  

We solicit your prayer as we strive to do the work God has called us to perform.    
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Brother Joseph Wade 

receiving  

the  

Right Hand  

of  

Fellowship 

“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ”.  

Galatians 3:37 (ESV) 

Britney Butler with Minister Arie Freeman and                                                          

Deacon Jerome Stephens 
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~ Golden Achievers Meeting ~                                            
February 11, 2023 

Door Prize 50/50 Winners: 

Sis. Alice Jennings 

Deacon Charles Lenoir 

Certificates of Appreciation were presented to the outgoing secretary, Bro. Oscar Anderson and 

the outgoing Sergeant-at-Arms, Bro. McKinley Verrett for their many years of service to the Gold-

en Achievers Ministry and to Union Grove. 

Learn  *  Serve  *  Give  *  Connect 
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~ Financial Corner ~ 
 

 

 

Early Spring? 
 

It’s March already! Since the year is speeding by, we need to catch up finan-

cially. What things should we be doing now: 

a. If you haven’t already, get a copy of your credit report and READ IT! 

Check all the open accounts to be sure they’re ones you opened. Check the balances as well. If 

there are any accounts that show late or missed payments, address these. Are there a few                  

accounts with low balances you could pay off?  NOTE: If these are major credit cards, don’t close 

them. Just pay the balance and charge something at least once a year to keep them active. 

b. File your income taxes. There is an increase in tax fraud. If you file as quickly as possible, thieves 

don’t have a chance to steal your refund.  

c. If you are not tithing, start! Start with 1% of your income, next month/payday, increase to 3%, 

increase each payday until you reach at least 10%. As you increase your tithing, make adjust-

ments in other spending.  

d. Schedule a monthly transfer from your checking account to your savings account. This 

is the perfect solution if you look at your budget and know how much you can save. Just set it and 

forget it. 

e. Review your auto, home, health insurance, cell phone, and cable bills and see if you can save mon-

ey by switching.  

f. If after checking everything, there is still a shortfall, consider getting a part-time job for a short 

time to help you pay off those outstanding debts that break your budget. 

 

It’s Women’s History Month. There are so many fabulous women to talk about this month. Again 

let’s talk about one of the women in the Bible, “The Proverbs 31 Woman.  Let’s see what she did for 

her family. 

a. She had the full confidence and respect of her husband and children. 

b. She works with her hands to produce clothing/items for her family. 

c. She shops for her household.  (Use those clearance racks and marked down items in the corner) 

d. Girlfriend has a real estate business. (What’s your side gig) 

e. She gives to the poor generously. 

f. She keeps check of her business and household affairs. (Maintain your checkbook accurately) 

g. She is clothed with strength and dignity, speaks with wisdom and faithful instruction comes out 

of her mouth. 

h. She fears the Lord. Make this your priority. 

Take an inventory of yourself. We can all do better with our finances. If you need help, give me a call. 

 

 

Sister Wanda Verrett 
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(Women’s History Month)  

                                                      By Jacqueline Powell 
In all organizations the women play a pivotal role in its success. Women serve throughout Christ’s church 

around the world exalting God in countless ways. Although women can always be found sitting in the pews wor-

shipping with song and praise, let’s take a glance at those actively working in our “Daddy’s” home. 

 

Let’s take a glimpse at the wonderful women working with the men in the Grove Zone. When we enter the doors 

the first person you’ll see is a nurse taking your temperature and “teasing” you with a piece of candy. Along with 

her, you might find a woman greeting you and making you feel glad to be in the Grove Zone. However, it doesn’t 

stop at the doors.  

 

Look toward the front of the church you might find a woman Elder Connie Dinkins leading the Sunday school 

lesson. With her as the leader, attendees learn from one another and receive encouragement to live by God’s 

Word.  This love will now radiate toward the rest of the services. 

 

Sit back, relax, and enjoy the church services. Church has not officially started until we have opening prayer 

lead at times by a woman. Take special note of the women exalting God by singing praises to him in the choir. 

Our praise team, with a number of women, allows all including the congregation praise the Lord in song.  We 

will know what are “the happenings” in the Grove Zone due to our announcements being prepared and read by a 

woman of God. Of course, we would not have the bulletins as well as our monthly newsletter The GTAH to read 

if women had not prepared them. You can also read other announcements in the bulletins distributed by the 

women ushers. These female ushers are happy to help you find a seat if you come in after church has started.  

The announcements might relate to the congregation that someone a member has passed. We’re so blessed to 

have Deaconesses who will go to the family of the deceased to comfort them. For example, my Deaconess, 

Shirley Clark showed my family much love when I lost my mother and brother. I know she’s not the only Dea-

coness at the church that would help anyone by visiting those in nursing homes or hospitals, helping elderly 

shop for groceries, and help them keep medical appointments. 

 

We’re fortunate to have many female ministers to deliver the Word through the encouragement of our Pastor 

Clarke. I’m sure the congregations love our ministers sharing the Word from their own perspective. More                  

female pastors are involved today in church than ever before.  

 

There are lots of jobs behind the scene that I might have failed to mention, but we know that God created the 

church in such a way that it could not function without the contribution of women and men through their Bibli-

cally prescribed roles.  By giving all women an opportunity to praise him, Union Grove Missionary Baptist 

Church helps to raise its morale and reputation for showing love to all Christians.  
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Ladies, the Permission Night Tour is making its way to the Grove Zone! Dr. Jackie 

Greene will be with us at Union Grove Missionary Baptist Church on March 15th at 

7pm! This is a time for complete empowerment, worship, and real conversation!  

Bring a friend and get ready for freedom and activation!  

To register, please contact Lady Michelle at ugheart2heart@gmail.com or 478-227-

5051.  

Learn  *  Serve  *  Give  *  Connect 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/153944071627524/user/100044560384390/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXRTbnX8ihiBqh9VXuyizpICkMRxebIGUOnNapjUx4uw9zJyh7wPZ_pXInD4lUY5L3lcTImqGHMY-4LkXXJGoLMFUbYyifDxuGmKNKxo4Zokgmw21fOl9305C3izWpYKoXAQKsLoLSPtgVr8hH1-GLuU_ZwaH45ST0D7WQ8O45isQ
mailto:ugheart2heart@gmail.com
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Heart 2 Heart Women's Ministry invites all women of the Grove Zone to participate in our upcoming events 

for the year!  Please check out our calendar and join us as we learn, serve, give and connect with one another 

and our community.  If you would like to receive updates from H2H, please contact Lady Michelle 

during worship or by email at ugheart2heart@gmail.com.    

Learn  *  Serve  *  Give  *  Connect 
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~ Celebrating Local Black History ~ 
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~ Celebrating Local Black History ~ 
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It’s                 
a        

Boy!!! 

Rhyeir "RJ" Clayborn  

 

Born: 

February 5, 2023 

 

6.7 lbs. 

 

Mother: 

Jalaiyah Clayborn  
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Alondra Anderson 

Alex Box 

Valerie Britt 

Marques Butler 

Deacon T.C. Caldwell  

1st Lady                            

Michelle Clarke 

Michelle Culpepper 

Seritha Gilbert  

Kathy Hardee 

Joe Hogue  

Carolyn Jackson 

John Jackson  

Tiffany James  

Annie Johnson 

Annie Johnson 

Morgan Johnson 

Alexis Jones 

Allison Jones 

Robin Jones 

Teresa Jones 

Tyshanta Lewis 

Amber McCants 

Linda McCants 

Minnie McCollum 

April McKinzy 

Leonard McNair 

Sharonda McNair 

Ramona McPherson 

Marie Newell 

Kimberly Paster 

Stacy Reeves 

Charlotte Shelton 

Alex Simmons 

Condell Smith 

Josiah Steedley 

Janet Streater 

Robert Strickland III 

Brenda Thornton 

Catrina Turner 

Shun’kia Turner 

Shwanda Tyson 

Aukira Walker 

Andrena Williams 
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Elder Rashee Ragin                               

Kesha Ragin                          

March 31 

Dozier & Kathryn 

McCrea                                

March 17                                                

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, and gave himself for it;” 

Ephesians 5:25  (KJV) 
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Minister Africa Porter                               

Brian Porter                       

March 10  
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~ Deacon Contact List ~ 

A-C    Deacon Jerome Stephens           929-1476
  

D-F    Deacon Slater Thorpe                 218-8736 

G-I     Deacon Curtis Jackson            333-1139 

J-K    Deacon William Jackson           929-4918 

L-N    Deacon T.C. Caldwell                 293-8428    

 Deacon Arthur Nottingham       918-6287 

O-R    Deacon Monroe Clark                 953-2044
  

 S Deacon Jimmy Oglesby            987-4491
  

T-V   Deacon Cleveland Beard           957-3108 

 Deacon Charles Lenoir  

W-Z   Deacon Hosea Laney           954-3480  

 Deacon Nathanel Davis               

           

~ Administrative Assistant ~ 

Sister Janice Scott       

       

 ~ Financial Officer ~ 

Sister Tamara Sanders         

   Sister Denise Davis                                             

~ Ministerial Staff ~ 
 

Dr. David Anthony Clarke, Sr.                 

Senior Pastor 

 

Pastor Teddy Madison                              

Assistant Pastor 

 

Elder Connie Dinkins 

Elder Rashee Ragin 

Pastor John Sutton 

Minister Marie Anderson 

Minister Dannie Dukes 

Minister Arie Freeman, Jr. 

Minister Shane Hardee 

Minister Mary Lenoir 

Minister Annie Lester 

Minister Edquader Marble 

Minister Bridgette Oglesby 

Minister Africa Porter 

Minister Nicole Steedley 

Minister Earnestine Thompson 
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Gratitude is essential.  

Thank you so very much.  

Thank you so much church family for your help in my 

time of need. Special shout out to the Deacon Board for 

the help and the encouragement.  

Love,  

Marchelle Lunsford   
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Union Grove! Your Marriage Ministry is back by popular demand! Come out on March 10 

at 7 PM at the Vision Center for games, laughter and to talk about what you want to see in 

your Married Couples Ministry.   

RSVP by March 7 at stephsolo1108@gmail.com or sign up in the church annex.  

Let the fun begin!  

Learn  *  Serve  *  Give  *  Connect 
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Thank You!!!  

Your words have comforted us, your support has 

strengthened us, and your love has sustained us.   

Thank you Union Grove for your prayers and love 

offering. We appreciate your kindness more than 

words can express.  

We love you all!  

Deacon Charles Lenoir & Family  

To our Grove Zone family: 

We are forever grateful for your unwavering support and expressions of love. Thank you 

for every text, Facebook post, gift, and for your presence at our 1st Pastoral Anniver-

sary. We are honored to be partners in ministry with you, and we are blessed to call you 

family. Thank you and may the Lord continue to bless the Grove Zone!   

 

We love you!  

The Jones Family 
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The Spiritual Enrichment Ministry has filled the following Ministry Leader 

positions: 

 

1. Married Couples Ministry - Brother Rodney & Sister Stephanie Solomon 

 

2. Singles Ministry - Sister Kimberly Paster 

 

3. Motrvators Ministry - Sister Cynthia Turner 

 

4. Deaconess Ministry – Sister Dorothy Jackson 

 

We have one more vacant position to fill: 

Flava - Young Adults Ministry - Ages 19-35. 

 

Any assistance will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Thank God for your prayers and pray for these new leaders. 

Please encourage them and please give them your support. 

 

 

Deacon Jerome Stephens - Vision Leader 

Spiritual Enrichment Ministry 
 

~ Spiritual Enrichment ~  

Learn  *  Serve  *  Give  *  Connect 
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G.T.A.H. Vision Statement:   

“To keep the body of UGMBC abreast of the latest adventures, upcoming events, celebrations, reports, 

meetings and who’s who in the steadfast work of the Lord.  Our motivation is to make you SMILE.” 

Attention:  When entering any building/property owned by UGMBC, you are giving consent to the 

church to use your image in church publications, media, website/Facebook, etc. 

G.T.A.H. Mission Statement: 

“To aide others in spreading the knowledge of Christ and  encouraging                  

spiritual living through printed words.” 

 

 

If you have submissions for the April issue please forward them via e-

mail to GTAHNewsletter@gmail.com or call (478) 542-1739 by Saturday, 

April 1, 2023.   

If you would like to receive the GTAH via e-mail, please provide your e-

mail address.  It can also be downloaded from the church website at 

thegrovewr.org.  

G.T.A.H Staff 

Carolyn Jackson, Leader 

Shirley Jackson 

Ardell Johnson 

Jackie Powell 

Tamara Sanders   

McKinley Verrett 

All announcements for the bulletin, screen and website must be submitted by your Vision Leader and 

e-mailed to UnionGrov1@gmail.com, no later than Friday at 5:00 p.m.  Announcements must 

be submitted in PowerPoint or mp4 format.  To report deaths in the church family, (members 

only), please contact Min. Dannie Dukes at 478-952-5078. 

Church/Vision Center Rentals:  (Members Only) 

Nursing Home & Hospitals 

The Lodge                                                       

Sis. Maggie Bradley #109                             

Sis. Bernice Morgan                                   

 

Southern Pines Nursing Facility                                                     

Sis. Mary Clayborn #106 

St. Jude Hospital                                   

Sis. Isabella Leggette 

 

Houston Medical Center                         

Sis. April McKenzie 

 

                                                                                                        

Sick & Shut-In 

Bro. Henry Lee Allen:  733-7305    Sis. Martha Swinson:  929-7993   

Sis. Lena Anderson:  329-0688    Bro Nathaniel Sheppard:  857-492-5758  

Sis. Mary Austin:  478-365-7584    Sis. Clara Smith   

Sis. Yolanda Buckley:  550-5622       Sis. Lillie Smith:  302-1265           

Sis. Doris Burns:  361-6935    Sis, LaShondria Smith          

Bro. Larry Byrd:  213-2656    Sis. Judy Strickland      

Sis. Cynthia Carr:  919-5105      Sis. Rosa Tharpe       

Deaconess Grace Davis     Sis. Margaret Willis:  478-333-3567 

Sis. Dorothy Dodson:  478-444-2821          

Sis. Gloria Ethridge:  397-4830                        

Sis. Mary Forte                                         

Sis. Linda Dickerson:  510-491-4779      Non-Members   

Bro. Chester Jackson: 294-9510              Sis. Beverly Guide  

Mother Annie Johnson            Bro. Tony Jackson  

Bro. Bennie Johnson:  923-8581                    Sis. Shirley Ray  

Sis. Vicki Latimore:  302-3540                      Sis, Lakeshia Baskerville 

Sis. Hazel Mahone        Bro. Jimmy Dodson 

Bro. Leonard McNair:  478-636-3976 Sis. Linda Hawthorne 

Bro. Jabari Legette   Sis. Annie Holmes                                        
      


